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[The following sermon is less accurate, than the productions of the same able pen 


wsually are. 
transcribe. 


It is evidently a hasty production which the writer bad not leisure to 
But, :f the plan comprises more, than there is in the text, it does not 


cumprise more, than there is in the Bible; and if the style be plain, it is perspicuous 


and forcible. 
our pages. } 


The discourse contains too many good thoughts, to be excluded from 


Epiror. 


ARDUOUS LABOURS IN THE MPFNISTRY ESSENTIAL 


TO THE SALVATION 


OF SINNERS. 


Cotossians i. 29. 


Whereunto I also labour,striving,according to his working whith work- 
eth in me mightily. 


THIS text was introduced by 
the apostle Paul, stating his great 
and arduous labours in the minis- 
try. The theme of his preaching, 
which was addressed to the saints, 
was, “* Christ in you, the hope of 
glory” —* Whom we preach, warn- 
ing every man, and teaching every 
man.” Paul in particular, was 
powerfully excited to labour and 
strive for the salvation of sinners, 
and the advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom. And his success was in 
full proportion to his labours and 
toils. He was, probably, instru- 
mental of the salvation of more sin- 
ners, than any other preacher, since 
the Christian era. But, notwith- 
standing all his labour and success, 
there is a consideration in the text, 
which effectually prevents all 
pe of boasting: for all the la- 

ur and striving, in Paul’s case, 
were according to God’s working, 


which he wrought in him mighti- 
ly. Neither Paul nor any other 
man, ever had a good desire, or 
performed a good and virtuous ac- 
tion, but by the mighty working of 
the Holy Spirit. “Itis God who 
worketh in yoa, both to will and to 
do, of his good pleasure.” 

By this text we find two impor- 
tant ideas suggested. 

I. The promotion of Christ’s 
cause, in the conversion of adult 
sinners, is rarely or never effected, 
without the arduous labour of his 
ministering servants. This is the 
chief and most powerful means of 
salvation. And, 

Il. That all the success of 
Christ’s ay aes ceva - 
nds upen the mighty workin 
tiod, by the ode 4 of the Holy 

Spirit. 

1. The promotion of Christ’s 

cause, in the comversion of adult 
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sinners, is rarely or never effected, 
without the arduous labour of his 
ministering servants. 

To some it may appear, by read- 
ing the promises ‘of God, that they 
must, al all events, be accomplish- 
eds—that whether ministers preach 
or not; and whether people Rear or 
forbear; ; yet the great and precions 
promises can never fail. God will 
vind:cate his own cause; and he 
needs no finite aid to accomplish 
his great and glorious purposes. — 
This is the opinton of many, if not 
of most people, who wish to be ex- 
cused ‘from labour and exertion in 
the cause of Jesus Christ. But 
in this case, the question is not, 
what is possible with God, nor what 
his purposes are, but what is re- 


quired of men? It is required of 


men, and especially of ministers, 
that they labour, and strive to pro- 
mote the great work of salvation, 
not expecting, nor desiring tlie pro- 
gress of this work, by any other 

means. - No others are devised.— 


Weare to contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once delivered to 
the saints; and this is an indispen- 


sible duty. This was exemplified, 
as well as commanded, by the apos- 
tlé Paul. Who was ever m la- 
bours more abundant than he? ‘*I 
endure all things for the elects’ 
sake, that they may obtain the sal- 
vation, which is in Christ Jesus, 
with eternal glory.” 

Thus it appears, that not even 


the elect of God can obtain salva- | 
vation in Christ Jesus, without the | 


labours and toils of the Christian 
ministry. The election of God is 
indeed established ; and so are the 
means by which it is established. 

Neglect the means, and the end 
will fail. ‘This is a point, confirm- 
ed in the Scriptures, and agreeable 
to common observation. Never 
has there been an instance of the 
prosperity of the church, without 
the appropriate means. ‘Takea re- 

trospective view of all antiquity, 

and you will find an uninterrupted 


| succession of the ministers 


i 
| 


| 


| 


| all. 
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of God. 
who have laboured and striven to 
promote his kingdom on earth — 
This succession of ministers com- 
menceid with Enos, the third from 
Adam,.and was never wholly in- 
terrupted, till the coming and min- 
istry of Christ and his apostles. — 
At some periods, the means of grace 
were more abundant than at othe: $: 
and when the means have abounded, 
grace has abounded; and when the 
means were small and feeble, such 
was the succ ess. Before the flood, 
the preac: hers.of righteousness wert 
few in number; and on this ac 
count, the earth was filled with vio 
lence. Had there been hundreds 


| or thousands of faithful labourers in 


word and doctrine, itis highly prob 

able, that the kingdom “of Christ 

would have flourished in due pro- 

portion. And in this case, what 
need would there have been of the 

awful deluge? Again: God abso- 
lutely threatened the destruction of 
Nineveh; but, by the faithful la- 
bour of only one "of the prophets of 
the Lord, Ninevch was spared and 
saved, at least with a temporal sal- 

vation. 

Had not God sent Jonah, asa 
preac her, tosound an alarm in the 
city of Nineveh, the devoted city 
ntust have been destroyed. God 
had, undoubtedly, decreed, from 
eternity, that the king and people 
of Nineveh should repent and hum- 

te themselves, and put on sack- 
cloth; and, in short, that they 
should be reprieved from the threat 
ened destruction. But. in the di- 
vine decree, strictly considered, 
there is no agency, no efficiency at 
Efficiency consists in the er- 
ecution of the decree. How. doth 
God execute his decrees? God ex- 
ecuteth his decrees in the works 
**of creation and providence.’ > A 
divine decree gives security for the 
existence of all decreed events; 
but it is not the operating power 
and agency, by which they are 
brought into existence. Absolute 
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fore-knowledge, alse, gives assur- 
ance of the things foreknown; but 
fore-knowledge is not the efficacious 
cause of any event whatever. “God 
worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will.” God’s working 
all things, is his agency. The coun- 
sel of his own will, is the wisdom 
and purpose of Ged, by which he 
worketh all things. He works no- 
thing without the proper means, to 
execute his decree. The means 
are sometimes called labouring, 
sometimes striving or contending 
earnestly for the faith. Something 
of this nature must be the cause, or 
means of salvation, if any are sav- 
ed. Adivine purpose would be of 
no avail, if it were never to be car- 
ried into operation. Such is the 
condition, and such are the means 
of salvation by divine grace. 

To me it appears, that the first 
proposition is toe viz. That the 
promotion of Christ’s cause, in the 
conversion of sinners, 1s never, or 
very rarely effected, without the 
arduous labour of his ministering 
servants. Other servants of Christ 
delight to take their due share of 
labour, in this glorious cause. And 
in fact, there must be labourers, 
and labourers of various descrip- 
tions, to carry on this necessary 
labour of love. It is a labour of 
extreme difficulty and hazard.— 
Thousands of thousands, first or 
last, must lay down their lives for 
Christ and the brethren. Persecu- 
tion will be, more or less, the com- 
mon lot of all saints. But, at all 
events, the saints must put on the 
weapons of the spirital 
and in this way, “ take the king- 
dom and possess the kingdom, for- 
ever and ever.” ‘* And the gospel 
must be preached in all nations,”’ as 
a means of grace and salvation. 
The human race will be furnished 
with a competent number of minis- 
ters and bibles. The gospel will 


' 


warfare ; 


} 


507 


then. ** They are to be given to 
Christ for an inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for a 
possession.” This is according to 
the decree of God: otherwise it 
could not have been foretold. Pro- 
phecy knows nothing about any 
events, which are not recognized by 
a divine decree, and effected by di- 
vine power and agency. 

But how are all the millions of 
Jews and heathen to be brought in- 
to the kingdom of Christ ? Certain- 
ly, by the labours, strivings and 
prayers of the saints. 

This is the way, that has been 
adopted and pursued of late years, 
and we trust, with great success. 
This is the way, that we expect, 
and all the Christian nations ex- 
pect, to pursue, w ith vastly increas- 
ing labour and expense, till the 
whoie world shall be converted to 
the Christian faith. By the great- 
est labours and efforts, the Jews, 
God’s chosen people, will be restor- 
ed to the land-of promise, and to 
the privileges of God’s elect: and 
with them shall the fulness of the 
gentiles be restored; which shall 
be as life from the dead. The 
promises, on this subject, are rich, 
and precious and glorious ! But 
not one of the promises can be ac- 
complished, without the arduous 
labour of Christians, and espeeial- 
ly of Christian ministers. ** For 
it pleases God, by the foolishness 
of preaching, to save them that be - 
heve.” 

To believe in Christ, where 
Christ is known, is essential to sal- 
vation. But how arduous and la- 
borious a task it is, to bring a sin- 
ner to the humble acknowledgment 
of Christ, in his real character. To 
produce the Christian faith, is the 
end and extent of all human means 
to advance the kingdom of Christ. 
On the whole, the labour and striv- 
ing, spoken of in the text, is the 


run and be glorified. ‘The field of | only way in which the promises 


extra labour, at the present day, is 
chiefly amopg the Jews and hea- 


| will ever be fulfilled. 


Look which 


| way we may, and we see a world 


> re, 
es | wt 


a 


ar oe 


7 
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lying in wickedness; and is there Christ. 


nothing for us todo? The case was.) 
the same, in the days of the apos- 
tles, and even more deplorable. 
The Christian world was small and 
weak and persecuted. But did the 
apostles and ministers and brethren 
lie still, and wait for Christ, by his 


Did they not rather, solemnly lis- 
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‘¢ Thy people shall be wil- 
ling in the day of thy power.” 

It is said, “ that God hath wrought 
all our work in ts.” No man was 
ever self-moved to be devoted to the 
service of Christ. 

Thus we see, that Paul, though 


| the chief of the apostles, could la- 
Holy Spirit, to convert the world ? | 


ten to their creat commission, “Go | 
ye. into all the world, and preach | 


the gospel to every creature ;” “go, 
teach all nations;” &c. 
‘* They went forth and preached 
every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming their 
words by signs following.” But, 
in the great and marvellous success 
of their ministry and mission, was 
there a single convert among the 


Tt is said, | 


bour and strive, and exert himself 
successfully, in the cause of Christ, 
only so far as he was caused to do 
it by the almighty agency of Goa on 
his heart. 

1. 3 an improvement, of the 
subject, we may attend to a com- 


| mon objection. It is urged by some, 


that if mankind are dependent on 
the mighty power of the Holy Spir- 


| it, to engage them to labour in the 


heathen whom they visited, until | 


they had beard the gospel preached 
irom the lips of these missionaries. 
No: not one. Salvation never ex- 


service of Christ ; then these, who 
are not favoured with his almighty 
aid, are under no obligation to, la- 
bour in this service. But what is 


| the ground of obligation? Why 


tends much beyond the sound of | 


the preached guspel- It is neces- 
sary, therefore, that the gospel be 
preached abundantly and critically 
and powerfully, if ministers would 
save themselves and those that hear 


preaching the gospel. 


Having shown that the promo- | 


tion of Christ’s cause is never to 


be effected, without the arduous | 


labours of his ministering servants, 
and of all his friends and followers: 

If. We proceed to state, that 
the success of all the labours of 
ministers and others in Christ’s 
cause, depends on the mighty work- 
ing of God, by the agency of the 
Holy Spirit. ‘Paul may plant, 
and Apollos water, but God giveth 
the increase.”” ‘* Not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves, to think any 
thing, as of ourselves; but our suf- 
ficiency is of God,” 
evident from the text, ane from 
many passages of scripture, that it 
is by the mighty power of the Holy 
Spirit on the hearts of sinful men, 


It is clearly | 


| arise from this, that our min 


ought we to love God, with all. our 
heart, and to love our neighbour 
as ourselves? Does the obligation 

ds are 


| constrained, by the almighty power 


| of God, to exercise this love ? 


It 


| is said of Christ in prophecy, that 
them. This is the great end of | 


his people should be wi ling in the 


| day of his power: i. e. they should 


| son dictates, that every 


be willing to devote themselves to 
his service, and to labour in his 
cause. But supposing they are not 


| made willing to do these things; 
} 


supposing there comes no day of 
divine power, no revival of religion, 
no special influence of the Holy 
Spirit, Doesall this afford an ex- 
cuse for people to live in sin and 
impenitence ? By nomeans. Rea- 
intelligent 
hell, 


creature, in heaven, earth and 


| is under obligation to be holy and 


| upright and perfectly benevolent. 





And since Christ, and the gospel 
of his grace, are revealed from heav- 
en, pointing out the way of salva- 


| tion by the blood of atonement ;— 


} 


surely, mankind are under all pos- 
sible obligation ‘+ fo repent and be- 


that they are disposed to labour for | lieve the gospel,” and to walk im 
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all the commandments and or- 
dinances of the Divine Redeemer. 
No man can, for a moment, be ex- 
cused in impenitence and unbelief. 
It 8 agross mistake of many, at 
this day, that sinners are under no 
obligation, in the sense of the proph- 
et Exiekel, to make to themselves 
a new heart, and a new spirit; or 
to put forth holy and righteous ex- 
ercises of heart, and become obe- 
dient to God’s law. And now we 
recur to the question; what is the 
ground of moral obligation ? It is 
the moral fitness and propriety of 
things. ‘There are numberless in- 
stances of natural fitness and pro- 
priety. ‘Things have an adaptation 
to one another, in many respects. 
All the parts of a building are fitly 
framed together. But this does 
not constitute moral obligation. In 
cases of a moral nature, there are 
always a right and a wrong; and 
men of candour and intelligence 
readily distinguish between the 
right and the wrong. That which 
constitutes obligation is that which 
is morally right and suitable-— 
‘* Children obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right.” And 
whether men are converted or un- 
converted, they lie under this obli- 
gation. From this they can make 
no escape ; so long as they are pos- 
sessed of rational faculties. Paul 
was a man who had made great 
progress in the life of godliness ;— 
and if any man could perform du- 
ty to God or man, it was Paul.— 
But, Paul, as he testifies in the 
text, was as dependant as others. 
He could labour and strive accord- 
ing to his working, who a in 
him mightily. Paul was absolutely 
dependent ; but inexcusable for liv- 
ing an unholy life. And now, to 
settle the point about obligation, I 
would query first, whether the 
thing proposed to be done, is right? 
“ Children obey your parents in the 


Lord, for this is right.” Here we 
have the command and the obliga- 
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tion. Whatever is right, is of 
course, obligatory. 

The next question respecting ob- 
ligation is, whether the thing is 
practicable. By practicable, I mean, 
whether the thing can be done, if 
we are disposed to do it? Or, 
whether there are any obstructions, 
or difficulties, which areinsurmoun- 
table P If, by examination, we find 
that all the difficulty exists in our 
own breasts ; then the objection is 
removed ; and the principal thing 
needful for us, is, to be well dis- 
posed. ‘To be well disposed, is all 
that we require ofone another ; and 
this is the substance of what God 
requires of all mankind. ‘My 
son, give me thine heart. Be 
kindly «ffectioned one toward anoth- 
er, with brotherly love, in honour 
eas one another.” ‘Be ye 
<ind one toanother, tender hearted.” 
And ‘let all your works be done 
with charity.” Now, brethren, I 
ask your consciences, whether 
such a temper is practicable? And 
if itis, surely it is obligatory.— 
Mankind ought, in conscience, to 
feel right, and to do right, and after 
all, tosay, ‘*we are unprofitable 
servants ;” and give to God all 
the praise. For it is God that 
worketh in us, both to will and te 
do, of his good pleasure. This 
work of grace is a mysterious op- 
eration on the conscience and on 
the heart, leading mankind to the 
discharge of every duty ; and pre- 
paring the soul for eternal glory . 

2. Let no one imagine, that the 
agency of God, working mightily in 
the hearts of the saints, ‘has ‘the 
least tendency to diminish their 
free agency. We readily admit, 
that salvation is of the Lord. But, 
by his mysterious providence, he 
effects the great work of regenera- 
tion, in ool a manner, as to leave 
the agency of man perfectly free and 
unembarrassed. That this is the 
case, we know by experience. We 
feel and act, choose and refuse with 
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perfect freedom; not only in relig- 
nous concerns, but in all other con- 
cerns, of every name and nature.— 


We always act from choice, from | 


motive, and design. Our freedom 
is therefore realized, in every pur- 
pose or design; and in avery mor- 
al action. This is supported by 
the best of evidence, even by daily, 
constant experience. Never was 
there an instance, in which we act- 
ed from compulsion, and not of 
choice. And never was there a 
time or eccasion, in which 


bring forth fruits meet for repen- 
tance. Let us, at all times, real- 


enly Father, that we are ma-le free, 
moral agents. 

3. Let no one, because he is free, 
imagine himself to be independent, 
even in his moral exercises and 
actions. However mysterious or 
humilitaing it may be, yet depend- 
ence and freedom do go together, 
and perfectly harmonize. 
all our steps ; yet we also pursue 
our way. 
and to act voluntarily, on the stage 
of life. Wehave great and impor- 
tant duties te perform, by the ex- 
ercise of free agency, but 
independence. Our first of all du- 
ties is to repent, and turn from all 
our transgressions. Our next, and 
indespensible duty is to believe and 


embrace the Lord Jesus Christ.— | 
These are duties, for the neglect of | 


—<™ 


FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 


UNIVERSALISM, No. 1. 

Whatever relates to the salvation 
ef lost sinners ought to claim our 
immediate and solemn attention.— 
If the decisions of the judgment 
day must continue in force forever, 
and if by those decisions, any of 
eur fallen race must go away into 


it was | 
improper for us to be exhorted to | 
repent and believe the gospel; and | 


are both free and dependant ; 


| God in final judgment. 
If God | 
orders all our ways, and directeth | 


not of 
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which, there can be no escape. Fo, 


| it is one of the first dictates of com- 


mon sense, that sinners ought to 
repent and turn to God, and to do 
works meet for repentance.” Rea- 
son and scripture concur to enforce 
the all comprehensive duties of re- 
pentance towards God, and faith 


| towards our Lord Jesus Christ.— 


This is the testimony, both to the 
Jews and tothe Greeks. This is 
tae sum and substance of all Christ- 
ianduty. And to this there ‘can be 
no reasonable objection. Do any 
plead inability to repent and turn 
toGod? It is a vain plea; for 
thousands have already exercised 


| repentance, and this Christian vir- 
ize, with gratitude to God our heay- | 


tue. Itis vain, therefore, to plead 
inability to repent, on pos khalt or 
independence on the other. We 
and 
as such, we are accountable to God 


‘and even to our fellow men. 


Finally ? Let us act as ratiomal 
creatures, who are to appear before 
Let us 
watch unto prayer and be sober.— 
Let us live as the grace of God 


| teacheth, in the denial of ungodli- 
We have a part to act | 


ness, and worldly lusts; let us live 
soberly, righteously and godly in 
the world. Let us walk honestly, 


| and exhibit an example ofjpure re 


ligion and undefiled. If we do these 


| things we shal! never fail of eterna! 
| life, throughout Jesus Christ our 


Lord. 
_ ** He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.”” AMEN, 


A. B. C. 


(o_o 


everlasting punishment, it becomes 
a momentous concern to ascertain, 
whether we are of that number.— 
Many plausible garbs the advocates 
of universal salvation undoubtedly 
have, wherein to array their sent 
ments. Itis, therefore, an impor- 
tant thing to search the scriptures 
and see whether the doctrine be ol 
God—for ifit is not; it is awfully 
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dangerous to the unmorial soul.— ; 


Conscience, it appears, does not 
always sleep ; but sometimes cre- 
ates great anxiety in the mind of 
the Universalist, with respect to 
the reality of a future ainda. 
Tlence, often do we Pehold 

seeking some one to converse with 
him upon the doctrines of religion. 
This he does, that he may ease a 
doubting or uncertainmind. —Per- 
haps it may safely be said, that no 
one believes the doctrine of univer- 


sal salvation, strongly enough, to | 
interests | ’ 
| in some partial contest, andthathe 


rest unshaken his eternal 
there; while scripture speaketh in 
language like this: ‘* And who- 
soever was not found written in the 
book of life, was cast into the lake 
of fire.In hell he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torment. ‘The hour is 


coming, in the which all that are in | ’ 
| forall ; and if it were provided for 


the graves shall hear Ais voice, and 


shall come forth; they that have | 


done good, unto the resurrection of 
life ; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 


Whosoever speal:eth against the 
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this world, neither 


in the world tocome. These shall 


go away into everlasting punish - 
ment, but the righteous into life | p 
| any from hell, who do not repent 


eternal. 


Depart rom me ye curs- 
ed into everlasting fire. 


He will 


by no means clear the guilty. Fear | 


him which, after he hath killed, 


hath power to cast into hell; yea I | 


say unto you fear him. The smo! 
ef their torment ascendeth uf 
ever and ever. All liars shall 


eth with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death. Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of heaven.” To any 
candid mind, one would think the 
above cited texts of scripture strong 
enough to establish Livdete the 
doctrine of a future punishment. 
But let us see what reason, unaided 
by the light of revelation, says on 
this subject. 

Cities of refuge were provided on 


| until he could have a trial 
| country on the charge of his crime. 
him | 


| hands, until a friend 


ke | 
for- 
have i 
their part in the lake that burn- | 


Sti 


io which the 
committed the 


the river Jordan, 
person, who had 


| crime of murder, might flee and be 


secure from the avenger of blood, 
of his 


Previous to the provision of the 
cities of refuge, the next akin to 
the one slain, pursued, with wna- 
bated diligence, the slayer, and 
put him to death. Hence, he was 
termed the avenger of blood. Now, 
suppose, that withina short dis- 
tance of the city of refuge, a man 
has accidently slain his neighbour 


should sit down with his bloody 
assing by, 
should warn him that the avenger 
of blood was approaching, and he 
should say, the city of refuge, 
which lies yonder, was provided 


all, all must necessarily obtain the 
benefit of it. Should he still neg- 
lect to flee for refuge, under so 
elaring a delusion, until the aven- 


| ger of blood struck his dagger to 
| his heart. LT ask, what would it 


avail him, that a city of refuge was 


[eto would it protect him 


rom the stroke of death ? no—ror 
will the refuge of Christ protect 


and forsake their sins, and believe 
in him. 

“ Moses was atype of Christ ; 
and Moses did not make a divis- 
ion of the hosts of Israel, as he was 
about to lead them through the 
Red Sea. So Christ will not make 
a division of the human family ;-— 


but will lead them all safely to glo- 


| ry,” says the Universalist. Moses 


indeed did not make adivision of the 
Israelites, who were atype of the 
Christian church—the true follow 
ers of Jesus’; but led them all safe- 
ly through the waves of the sea.— 
So Christ shall lead the church 


| through the trials of time to the 


mansions prepared for them in 
heaven. But as he drowned the 
Egyptians, so will he overwhelm 
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the rejecters and despisers of his 
pel in the world of despair. 
‘*¢God is not such a being as to 
create a man to damn him; it 
would make him worse than a sav- 
age,” says the Universalist. While 
Noah preached for a hundred and 
twenty years, that a flood was com- 
ing to drown the old world, and 
while he was engaged in building 
the ark, the inhabitants would-not 
give heed to his words ; but prob- 


ably made the same excuse that | have eternal life. 


Sinners without Excuse for not emhracing the Gospel. 


Universalists now do, saying, ‘God 
is not such a being as to create 
man to drown him ;’? it would de- 


drown them all. Will he not also 
condemn him, who shall delay his 
salvation—who shall delay to re- 
pent and be converted, under such 
vain pretensions as these ? O! that 
that they would 

Search the 
ye think ye 

E. 


| stroy his character. Behold, he did 


men were wise, 
consider these things. 
scriptures, for in them 


—<2® 3 


POR THE GOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE, 
SINNERS WITHOUT EXCUSE FOR NOT 
EMBRACING THE GOSPEL. 
{Concluded.] 

The subject, to which we have 
attended, suggests some important 
reflections. 

1. If one sinner has no more 
reason for rejecting the gospel 
than another, then one sinner has 
no reason to complain of God, 
when others are converted by 
his Spirit, and caused to embrace 
the gospel. It is true, that God 
converts sinners by the special in- 
fluences of his Spirit, and makes 
them willing to embrace the gos- 

el in the day of his power.— 

ence, impenitent sinners are in- 
clined to complain, and murmur 
against God, when they see others 
come to the knowledge of the 
truth, and embrace the gospel.— 
They think that God has no right 
to pass them by, and take others, 
who, in their own estimation, are 
no better, and perhaps worse than 
themselves. But imnpenitent sin- 
ners have not the least reason for 
these complaints. Itis their own 
fault, that they do not embrace the 
gospel, and enjoy the comforts 
of religion. They have no more 
reason for rejecting the gospel, 
than those who have embraced it. 
What reason, then, have they to 


complain, because others are unit- 
ed to Christ, and made heirs of 
salvation, while they continue in 
their rebellion? They have the 
same opportunity, and the same 
motives, to turn and live, which 
millions of others had, who have 
gone to Heaven; and the multi- 
tudes, who are now ripening for 
the kingdom of glory. It becomes 
them to cease their complaints, 
and shut thetr mouths; and to 
take all the blame to themselves, 
where it justly belongs; and not 
to murmur against the infinite and 
ever blessed Jehovah. Let them 
listen to the words of Christ: 
‘‘Hear, now, O house of Israel, 
is not my way equal; are not your 

| ways unequal?” God is just; but 
the sinner is unjust; God is true 

|} and faithful,but the sinner is false, 
unfaithful and rebellious. 

| 2, Since one sinner has no more 
reason for rejecting the gospel 
than another; no one can stand ex- 
cused for not embracing the gos- 
pel. God would not have excused 
those who have embraced the gos- 
pel, if they had rejected it; why 
then shall he excuse those who 
do not embrace it? Every sinner, 
who rejects the gospel, must final- 
ly stand condemned for his con- 
duet, at the bar ofthe Lord Je- 
sus Christ. It would not be 
right for God to excuse those whe 
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Sinners without Excuse for not embracing the Gospel. 


reject the gospel. He would do 
an injury to himself, to his law 
and to the universe. Let none, 
who reject the gospel, then, ex- 
pect to escape, while they neglect 
so great salvation. Every page 
of the sacred scriptures, the God 
of truth and justice, the multitude 
of holy beings who stand before 
his throne, and the conscience of 
every impenitent sinner, must 
unite in one voice against those, 
who trample under foot the Son 
of God, and count the blood of 
the covenant wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unbely thing. To 
whom, God will swear in his 
wrath, that they shall never enter 
into his rest. 

3. We learn from our subject, 
that the decree of election does not 
hinder one sinner from embracing 
the gospel, wore than another. It 
is true, that ** whom God did fore- 
know,them he also did predestinate 
te be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first born 
among many brethren.” And 
sinners are very apt to quarrel 
with the decree of election, and 
plead that as an excuse, for not em- 
bracing the gospel. But the de- 
cree of election never hinders sin- 
ners from embracing the gospel.— 
Thousands of sinners have embrac- 
edthe gospel, notwithstanding the 
decree of election. If the decree 
of election did nothinder the thous 
ands and millions, who have here- 
tofore received Christ, from embra- 
cing the gospel ; why should it hin- 
der any, from embracing the gospel ? 
The fact is, that if one sinner may 
embrace the gospel, as thousands 
have done, notwithstanding the de- 
cree of election ; every sinner un- 
der the light of the gospel may em- 
brace it, notwithstanding the de- 
cree of election. ‘The decree of 
election never did, and never can, 
hinder an individual from embrac- 
ing the gospel. It is vain for sin- 
hers to quarrel with the decree of 
election, then, and say, that it shuts 

65 
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them out of heav en ; or, that if they 
are to be saved, they shall be, do 
what they may. The position is 
false, dangerous, criminal! ‘“ He 
that believeth shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be dam- 
ned.”” 

4. We learn, from our subject, 
that the decree of reprobation does 
not hinder one sinner from embra- 
cing the gospel, more than another. 
It is true, that those who perish are 
** appointed to wrath.” For God 
‘hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will, he har- 
deneth.”? But thousands and mil. 
lions of sinners have embraced the 
gospel, notwithstanding the decree 
of reprobation. ‘The decree of rep- 
robation does not hinder sinners 
from embracing the gospel any more 
than the decree of election. For 
if thousands and millions have em- 
braced the gospel, notwithstanding 
the decree of reprobation ; why may 
not thonsands and millions more, or 
every sinner under the light of the 
gospel, embraceit, notwithstanding 
this decree ? And we learn from 
our subject, that one sinner has no 
more reason for rejecting the gos- 
pel than another. Consequently, 
the decree of reprobation cannot 
hinder one sinner from embracing 
the gospel, any more than the thous- 
ands, who have already made their 
peace with God, through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

5. We learn from what has been 
said,that the reason why sinners re- 
ject the gospel, is, because they 
choose to reject it. If they did not 
choose to reject it, there is nothing 
in the universe to prevent it. But 
our subject shows us, that sinners 
hate the very terms on which sal- 
vation is offered. They choose to 
go down to eternal burnings, rather 
thenembrace the gospel. Hence, 
it is their own fault, if they perish 
They must not blame God, nor his 
purposes, nor any being in the uni- 
verse, but ghemselves. 

6. Since one sinner has no more 
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reason for rejecting the gospel than 
another, those, who do reject the 


spel, must be highly criminal.— | 


‘he invitations of the gospel are 


perfectly free; the conditions are | 


plain and easy; and sinners are 
able to embrace it. But still they 
reject it. How great must be their 
criminality ! How aggravated their 


Sinners without- Excuse for 


| contend till God 


| Perh: aps it 


guilt ! They are a thousand fold | 
more criminal ,than if the provisions 


of the gospel had never been made. 
When they come to meet the Judge 

of all the earth, at the last great 
day, how must their souls shrink 
with horrour, to remember their 
abuse of his offered mercy ! They 
must, surely, call upon the rocks 
and mountains to fall on them and 
hide them from the face of Him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb. 
great day of his wrath will come; 
and who will be able to stand? It 
is vain forany to plead, that they 
are willing, but Gon is unwilling ; 


that they want religion, but cannot | 


have it. These are all false and 
wicked pleas. The fault lies whol- 
ly within themselves. They are 
just as able to embrace the gospel, 
and secure eternal blessedness, as 
they are to remain in impenitence. 
If they continue to reject the gospel, 
and finally go down to hell, their 
blood will be upon their own heads. 
They may say, ** These are hard 
sayings, who can hear them?” I 
know they are hard sayings to the 
selfish, rebellious heart. But they 
are no more hard, than just and 


| spoken, 


| all vanish 


For them the | 


, is 


| Christ shall come to raise 
| and judge the world. Be 


not embracing the Gospel. 


acontroversy between you and 
the Almighty God ! And who will 
settle this controve rsy ? And whea 
shall this ecoutrovers? ‘be settled ? 
Will you settle it 

have opportunity ? 


now, while you 

Or will you 
shall settle it, in 
the great day of final retribution ? 
may be with you, as 
said of the Jews ; ‘some 
believe the things which ave 
and some believe not.’—- 
But notwithstanding, be this known 
unto you, that 


like 


Ww hi it 
mav 


is 


your excuses must 
the vapour, when 
the cead 
ye 
*+that the k ingdom of 
God has come nigh unto you.” 

7. We learn from our s subje ct, 
that it is highly proper and impor- 
tant to persuade sinners to embrace 
the gospel. Since one sinner has 
no more reason for rejecting the gos- 


sure 


of this also, 


| pel than another, and multitudes 


true. They take the blame from | 


the holy and glorious Jehovah, and 
place it where it owghé to be placed ; 
at the sinner’s own door. And now 
let me ask, will any rise up and 
charge the eternal Gop with injus- 
tice and cruelty? Will any say, | 
He is arbitrary and tyrannical.— 
Who will dare to-open his mouth, 
and say, that the infinife omnipo- 
tent wisk and nory GOD requires 
eble to perform? Ah! 


sinner, there 


| 


more of his creatures then they are | delight itself in fatness. Incline 


must 


ia times past, and at the pres- 
day, have embraced the gospel, 


| there is good reason, and it is high- 
| ly proper, that every 
| the licht of the gospel should | 
persuaded to embrace it. 


sinner or oY 


U ti 
sinners do embrace the gospel, they 


die in theu sins. They are 


already hastening down to the cham- 
| bers of eternal de sath. 


Unless they 
repent and embrace the gospel, the 


| wrath of God will soon pursue thei 


to the lowest hell. Hence, we find, 
in Scripture, such moving and pa- 
thetick language to persuade sin- 
ners to flee from the wrath to come. 
God says to sinners, ** Ho every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no moncy, 
come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk, without money 
and without price. Wherefore do 
ye spend your money for that which 
is not bread, and your labour for 
that which satisfieth net ? Hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul 


your ear and come unto me; hear, 
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and your soul shall live ; and J will 
make an everlasting covenant with 
you, even the sure mercies of Da- 
vid. Seek ye the Lord while he 
may ‘be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, and he will abundantly par- 
don.”? Again he says, ** How shall 
I give thee up, Ephraim ? How shall 
I deliver thee, Israel ? How shall I 
make thee as Admah ? How shall I 
set theeas Zeboim ? Mine heart is 
turned within me, my repentings 
are kindled together.”? And Paul 
says, ** Knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” Let 
sinners, then, be affectionately per- 
suaded, and entreated to embrace 
the gospel. Let them escape the 
impending and dreadful storm of 
God’s wrath which awaits them. O 
sinner, **escape for thy life ; look 
not behind thee ; neither stay thou 
in all the plain ; escape to the moun- 
tains, lest thou be consumed.” 
Finally. We may learn from ou 
subject, that sinners who reject 
the gospel. will have no reason to 
complain of God for sending them 


—> 


ON SPIRITUALITY. 

The substance of the following 
remarks was read last autumn be- 
fore an association of Congregation- 
al ministers, in reply to the follow- 
ing question, previously assigned, 
viz. ‘By what means can the 
meetings of this body be the occa- 
sionof promoting spirituality among 
the members ?” 

What is the import of the term 
Spirituality, as it is nere used, and 
of the question in general? 


Spirituality is, 1 apprehend, that 
¥ . . oe ¢ 

frame of mmd, in which  spirit- 

ual and divine things have a pre- 


dominating influence over our 


thoughts and affections. 
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to eternal perdition. They have 
no more reason for rejecting the 
gospel, than those who have embra- 
ced it. They have as fair an op- 
portuuity to secure their salvation, 
as those had, who have already 
gone to heaven ; and as those, who 
are only waiting to drop their taber- 
nacles of clay in order to be receiv- 
ed into the joy of their Lord. What 
reason then, will impenitent sinners 
have to complain of God for send- 
ing them to fell ? They have abus- 
ed his forbearance, slighted his of- 
fers of mercy, and destroyed their 
own souls. God may well say un- 
to them, ** Because I have called, 
and ye refused; I have stretch®d 
out iry hand, and no mans regard- 
ed it; but ye have set at nought 
all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof: I also will 
laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh ;— 
when your fear cometh as desola- 
tion, and your destruction cometh 
asa whirlwind.” They have pur- 
sued the way of their own wretched 
choice, and can surely have no 
ground of complaint, when they are 
filled with their own devices. 


MATHETES. 


But in a general sense, every 
Christian is spiritually minded.— 
“To be carnally minded is death ; 
but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace.” The ‘real Christian 
has the carnal mind conquered— 
brought under restraints—but not 
slain. The old man is crucified, 
but not put to death. The Christ- 
ian has a principle of spiritual life 
implanted in him, and a degree of 
spirituality is essential to the Chris- 
tian character. But the question 
now before us respects a growth or 
increase of spirituality. It suppos- 
es that we have npeenete that 
change of heart which might denom- 
inate us spiritual, in comparison 
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with what we were by nature, and 
in comparison with the mass of man- 
kind. And surely it becomes us 
by prayerful self-examination to 
ascertain whether this. be the fact. 

The question, however, supposes 
that though we may have some de- 
gree of spirituality of mind; yet 
that degree is small in comparison 
with what it should be. And it is 
presumed that each of us can say, 
* I see my need of growthin grace.” 
‘+ see my need of means to pro- 
mote my spirituality.” While we 
hope that by divine grace we have 
some love for spiritual and heaven- 
ly things; and particularly for the 
een character of onr God and 
Saviour, and the truths which spec- 
ially relate to his kingdon and sal- 
vation; we konw that our love is 
languid and cold in comparison 
with the worthiness of the object 
beloved. And doubtless we may 
all say, the more we think on our 
want of suitabie feelings of heart 
toward Christ and the way of life 
through him, the more we find oc- 
casion to blush and humble our- 
selves before Him. 

And hence the need that onr 
meetings should be so conducted, 
as to promote our spirituality. I 
would next give some hints, which 
it is hoped, may be profitable in 
this respect. 

I think a recollection, aire we 
assemble, of our high calling as 
Christians and as ministers of Christ, 
might be profitable. It is certain 
that when we are most impressed 
with the grace and love of God in 
calling us out of nature’s darkness 
into his marvellous light, in recon- 
onciling us to himself and bringing 
us unto the responsible office of am- 
bassadors for the Prince of glory ; 
we are then least inclined to employ 
our speech in a way unprofitable. 
And en let me remark, tlrat the 
tongue has much influence to ren- 
der our meetings profitable or un- 
profitable. 

But could we, before we meet, 


| 
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obtain deep and affecting views of 
our holy calling as sons of God and 
his ambassadors, our conversation 
and devotional exercises would be 
more suitable to our office. A rec- 
ollection that the eyes of the unseen 
world are upon us has a salutary in- 
fluence upon our minds. Were we 
conscious of the presence of the 
arch foe of God and man, we should 
unquestionably place a greater 
guard upon our conduct. And 
could we see the legions who often 
meet with the sons of God, we 
should constantly watch, lest they 
should gain an advantage ever us. 

And could we see holy angels 
now waiting around us, hearing our 
words, watching our movements 
with holy solicitude for our best in- 
terest, and that of our respective 
charges; it would produce such a 
frame of mind, as would prove an 
effectual barrier against levity in 
conversation and manners. But 
especially, did we now behold Im- 
manuel seated in the room with us, 
taking cognizance of all our thoughts 
words and deeds, of the motives 
which brought us together, of the 
measures we pursue for our own 
improvement and the salvation of 
our people, the sight would fill us 
with solemn awe. It would ban- 
ish from our minds every vain and 
foolish thought; it would impose a 
restraint upon our lips; it would 
fire our hearts with love to our glo- 
rious Visitant. Love too would be 
excited, toward his people, and to- 
ward the souls for whom he shed 
his precious blood, but who are yet 
in their sins. We should all feel 
and express the deepest humiliation 
of soul in view of our unholiness and 
unfaithfulness in his cause. Yes, 
if grace were in exercise, we should 
all be prostrate at his feet, begging 
for his pardoning mercy and fu 
grace to help in future. 

Now, Brethren, have we not rea 
son to conclude that the enemy of 
our souls presents himself in this 
place, that he may discover eur 





On Spirituality. 


zeal, or the want of it, in the cause 
of our Divine Redeemer ; that he 
may learn our designs of storming 
his kingdom, and thus be prepared 
himself for the attack—that he may 
on wed to prevent all the good we 
might derive from this meeting, 
and the good we may attempt to 
accomplish among our charge.— 
Yes, he learns our designs by our 
conversation and movements, and 
he proceeds accordingly. 

And have we not reason to con- 
clude that holy angels are waiting 
around with deep solicitude for our 
best interest, and that of the 
ple to whom we minister? They 
watch for ourgood. They w atch 
to learn what methods we will de- 
vise to glorify their Lord and ours. 

And here sits the Lord of an- 
gels! Behold, his eye pierces our 
hearts. He sees and approves ev- 
ery prudent and scriptural meas- 
ure we may adopt, to save the souls 
of men and to promote his kingdom 
in the world. He beholds and dis- 
approves all unholiness of motive, 
thought or deed. Yes, here is the 
blessed God, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, constantly witnessing our 
operations with approbation or a 
frown, and will not a recollection of 
the fact that the eyes of the unseen 
world are upon us, tend to promote 
our sulaitnality ? 

A recollection that we are form- 
ing characters for eternity would 
prove salutary. We are forming 
our own characters for heaven or 
hell ! Not a day passes, but brings 
us nearer to our eternal home ; and 
as we hasten thither, we are grow- 
ing into a fitness for it, whether 
that home be blessed or miserable. 
We are also, in a very important 
sense, forming the characters of 
hundreds around us, to sit with 
Christ in his kingdom ; or sink with 
the tempter to endless wo. We 
are a savor of life unto life, or of 
death untodeath. As we cultivate 
holy affections in ourselves ; as we 


peo- 


faithfully discharge the duties af | 


our office, and live for Christ ; our 
influence is constantly tending, with 
the blessing of God, to lead others 
to heaven. Probably there is not 
an adult soul going to heaven from 
our congregations, without exerting 
some influence to draw others there. 
There is not an adult sinner from 
our congregations going to hell, 
without exerting an influence more 
or less directly to lead others to 
that place of torment. This is 
moreemphatically so with respect 
to the ministers of Christ. And 
souls besides our own will, ** while 
immortality endures,” in heaven 
or hell, reap some fruits from our 
present conduct and purposes, and 
our future proceedings. Now 
would nota recollection of this tend 
to promote an increase of onr spir- 
ituality ? 

To avoid all light and humor- 
ous conversation is absolutely nec- 
essary to our maintaining a spirit- 
val frame of mind. Under this 
head I would rank all anecdotes 
which have no tendency to illustrate 
divine truth, inform the understand- 
ing, or improve the moral taste-— 
Doubtless we have all frequently 
lost a solemn and devotional frame 
of mind, by yielding to the tempta- 
tion of relating or hearing some hu- 
morous anecdote. But on us, 
surely not less thah others, lies the 
injunction, ‘* Let your speech 
be always with grace seasoned 
with salt,” and to us the Lord hath 
said, “ For every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give ac- 
count thereof in the day of judg- 
ment.” 

And acommand of the Holy One, 


| should certainly tend to promote 
| spirituality in us, ‘*Be ye holy; for 


Tam holy.” Sufficiency of busi- 
ness is important, if we would kee 
our minds spiritual. And a recol- 


| lection of the example of Christ and 


his apostles, would have a saluta- 
ry effect, when we assemble in our 
ministerial capacity. What would 
our blessed Lord do in such a meeto 
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ing ? What would be the subjects 
of his meditation ? What the themes 
ofhis conversation? What the tem- 

r of his mind? 

But after all, it may be enquired, 
how are we, in futue, to remind 
ourselves of these things, which tend 
thus to promote spirituality? My 
brethren will, in their prudence, 
devise some means to effect it. 

I would however remark, that 
secret prayer immediately preced- 
ing our meetings, would tend to 
remind us of the most important 
means to promote this object, and 
also would in itself be one of the 
best of means. Spirituality in us 
is but a resemblance of Christ.— 
And we well know that we are ac- 
customed to catch the habits 
thought and life of those with whom 
we often converse. The more then 
we converse with the Lord in pray - 
er, the more we catch his temper 
and grow unto his likeness. b 
sides, when we have been convers- 
ing muchand intimately with him, 
we cannot soon unbend and become 
worldly in our affections. And 


2e- 


of 
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from whom shall we derive strength 
and grace to discharge any duty, 
but from the Lord? 

To him, then, we should humbly 
go for grace to render us heavenly 
minded, and keep us so; and for 
grace to perform every incumbent 
duty. I have used great freedom 
in giving these hints. But lam with 
brethren, with Christian brethren, 
and they will faithfully but kindly 
reprove what is wrong, and forgive. 
They will bear with me still, if I 
hint, that our present and future 

eace, our usefulness and comfort 
in the ministry, our acceptance with 
our glorious Lord and Master, and 
our future crown of glory—all call 
us to see that we grow in spirituali- 
ty. Nay, the time past is suffic 
ient that we, who assemble at sta 
ted periods as ministers of the gos 
pel, and ambassadors of the Lord 
of hosts, have been too far under 
the influence of a worldly temper, 
and that our meetings have been 
productive of but little good. 

Christian Mirror. 
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From the Religious Advocate. 
BROTHERLY LOVE. 


Brotherly love is a duty much in- 
culcated in the scriptures, as fur- 
nishing one of the clearest eviden- 
ces of a true disciple of Christ.— 
The treatment we manifest towards 
our brethren, considered by 
Christ as our treatment of himself. 
He says, “ Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.”? And, “ Inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, 

edid it not tome.”’ Consequent- 
ty. if we be indifferent towards his 
disciples, we are indifferent towards 
him. If we speak evil of them, or 
treat them with any unkindness, 
such conduct is directed against 
him. If we neglect Christiaa in- 


is 


tercourse and conversation with 
them, we neglect intercourse with 
him. But if we practise the va- 
rious duties of Christian love to- 
wards our brethren, Christ receives 
itas done to him, and as an express 
ion of our love for him. The cul- 
tivation of brotherly love, therefore 
is highly pleasing to Christ; and 
just zn proportion as this grace flour 
ishes in any church, love to Christ 
there abounds. 


But it may be asked, when the 
members of a church are generally 
ina state of spiritual declension, 
and exhibit little of the spirit of 
Christ, how can I cordially love 
them? I answer, imitate Christ, 
love them as he loves them, love 
them as he loves you. When you 
have sinned, has Chriat ceased to 





On Brotherly Love. 


love you? Has he not continued to 
cherish vou, and car y you in his 
arms, and regard you as his, by an 
everlasting covenant? When he 
has corrected you, has it not 
in tender love? Though you have 
often wounded him since, you were 
numbered with his family; yet he 
has never been angry with you nor 
forsaken you. Imitate Christ in 
the treatment of your brethren.— 
When a brother dishonours Christ, 
be grieved, but not angry; for he is 
a very near and dear brother.— 
Kindly tell him of his fault, and 
entreat him, with humility, to wipe 
away the stain on his Christian 
character. Perhaps, like Peter, he 
will soon repent, and unite with 
you more cordially, then ever be- 
fore, in every C hristian duty. 

Look upon every Christian broth- 
eras one whom the Saviour has 
chosen for your fellow-labourer in 
his vineyard. View him as one ap- 
pointed | to be your companion for- 
ever inheaven. Though he be im- 
perfect now, he is soon to be a 
spotless s saint, and will unite his 
voice with yours, in the eternal 
song. How should your heart, 
then, glow with affection towards a 
brother, to whom you sustain a re 
lation so endearing and so elevat 
ed. 

The system of truth, received by 
the Christian church is a system of 
love. In the love of Christ the 
church first had its being. By his 
love it has been perpetuated, and 
by it will exist forever. It claims 


no other beauty than the beauty of 


love. It aspires to no other glory, 
as its highest consummation,than the 
glory of love. Let those then who 
are admitted by their Lord into his 
spiritual kingdom, manifest by their 
unfeigned affection for each ‘other, 
that this principle, which constitutes 
the beauty of his church, reigns in 
their hearts and governs their con- 
duct. Let it be known that they | 
are brethren, not by profess ion | 


been | 
| brother 
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only, but by the impression and 
divine evidence of brotherly. love: 

It is greatly to be lamented that 
this heaven-born principle is so lit+ 
tle cultivated in our churches. A 
who is offended with a 
brother, harbours, for a long time, 
feelings of displeasure, and takes 
no proper measures to reclaim him. 
He often, indeed, proclaims his 
faults to other bre and to the 
world: and seems more desirous to 
instil into thém the same dislike to 
him, than to promote his reforma- 
tion. It is difficult to say in such 
a case, which is the greatest offen- 
der. Their comparative criminal- 
ity can be known only to him who 
commanded them to love one anoth- 
er. 

Besides this gross violation of 
Christian daty, we often observe 
great indi fference existing between 
brethren, even when there is no dis- 
agreement. We see no marked 
difference in their complacency 
towards each other, and towards 
the world. They ‘take very little 
intérest in each other, as mentbers 
of Christ’s house. It can now 
rarely be said, as in ancient times, 
‘*See how these Christians love 
one another.” 

From this indifference among the 
professed disciples of Christ, un- 
renewed men naturally infer, that 
there is nothing in his religion that 
endears its professors to each oth- 
er, more than is found m other so- 
cieties. But we know, brethren, 
that there are infinitely stronger 
and more endearing ties to bind us 
together, than can exist in any s0- 
ciety of human origin. And shall 
we stupidly submit to have our ho- 
ly religion degraded by so unwor- 
thy a comparison? This can never 
be prevented, except by the culti- 
vation of brotherly love. 

‘The means by which this divine 
principle may be most successfully 
promoted, will be found in a care- 
| tul adherence’ to those rales con- 


hren, 





520 


cerning it, which are given in- the 
gospel. We should ** be kindly 
affectioned one towards another.* 
We should se speak often one to 
another,” respecting the doctrines, 
duties, and excellence of the Christ- 
ian religion; make friendly inquiry 
respecting each other’s trials, en- 
joyments and fidelity; and improve 


— 


From the Western Recorder. 

Mr. Eprror.—By answering 
the following queries, you will grat- 
ify at least one of your readers. 

mM ¥ 

Ist. Ought we to hear those per- 
sens preach, who we are persuaded 
do not preach the trath? 

2d. Ought we to go to hear er- 
rorists, for the purpose of inducing 
them toimitate our liberality; and 
thereby to become occasional list- 
eners to the truth? 

$d. Is it right for us ever to go 

hear errorists for the express 
purpose of exposing them? 

4th. Ought we to go, in doubt- 
ful circumstances, for the purpose 


of ascer taining whether the truth is | 


preached? 
Remarxs.—The preceding que- 
ries relate to a subject which is 


highly important; and which is not | 


without its application at the pres- 
ent time. We take it for granted, 
that our correspondent 

those errors which are 
termed fundamental. 
companying remarks, indeed, he 
alludes only to Unitarians: and 
Socinians; but if the specifications 
had been so enlarged, as to embrace 
all who preach any other Gospel 
than that which the Bible reveals, 
it would not have been too exten- 
sive for the present discussion. — 
In relation to all such errorists, the 
express direction of the Saviour, as 
signified to the ancient Jews, is, 
**Gonot after them, nor follow 
them.” And, in the context, we 


properly 
In his ac- 


alludes to 


On Hearing Evrox. 


every favourable opportunity of 
meeting for conversation and 
prayer. By these means religion 
will be honoured, our sphere of 
usefulness enlarged, our best and 
purest happiness promoted ; and 
we shall do much as hamble instru- 
ments to harmonize and beautify 
the kingdom of Christ, W. 


, 


are also furnished with the reason 
for the prohibition. Itis, that the 
propagators of error are deceitful 
and dangerous. —“They shall de- 
ceive many” —*¢ if it were possible, 
the very elect. 

Since, then, the Saviour has left 
a positive injunction on this subjec t 
and condescended to give his rea- 
son for so doing; there is not the 
least ground left for the misappre- 
hension of duty. If we go after or 
follow a man, who, we are pursuad- 
ed, comes within the above des- 
cription, it matters not what are 
our reasons for so doing—we are 
certainly guilty of amost direct and 
plain act of «disobedience. 

Let it not be said. that by hear- 
ing a man who, literally speaking, 
comes to us, to preach error, we 
shall not be deemed offenders; this 
is always the case with errorists.— 
Literally speaking they always 
present themselves before those 
whom they wish to seduce; and let 
us remember that it is **lo Aere,’ 
as well as * lo there,”’ that falls un 
der the description above alluded 
to. There c: wnnot be any hesitation 
in saying, that, no circumstances 
will excuse us in voluntarily plac . 
ing ourselves, even for a single in- 
etance, among the auditors of one, 
who is known to be the propagator 
of another gospel, than that which 
the Bible reveals to us. 

The preceding remarks may suf- 
fice tosettle the first and second 
of the above queries; but if any of 
our readers think otherwise, leg 
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them turn to the well known pas- 
sage we have alluded to, in the 
Evangelists, and compare it with 
similar passages which frequently 
occur in the Epistles. 

As to the third query, whether 
it is right to go ‘for the express 
purpose of exposing error,” we 
should not hesitate to apply the a- 
bove i injunc tion, with one single ex- 
eeption, in favour of those spiritual 
watchmen who are specially set for 
the defence of the truth, We are 
not quite sure, that even this ex- 
ception is fully warranted; for it 
should be recollected that the dis- 
ciples themselves appear to have 
beendmcluded in the terms of the 
prohibn9n ; yet, when instead 
goin, after or following errorists, 

a spec ial advocate for the truth 
goes out directly against them; and 
acts on the occasion, ‘onsistently 
with his ministerial character, we 
know not, buthe may be in the 

way of hisduty. This case is cer- 
tainly very different from that of 


listening to error in one place, for 
the purpose of exposing it in anoth- 


er place. The latter is a license, 
of whic h, i in our opinion, no one 
can innocently avail himself: for 
to the multitade at his ex- 
ample will have a pernicious ten- 
dency. 

The last query respec ting cases 
of doubt, is readily settled. if it 


least, 


of 


} 


| 


521 


listen to errorists; it is evidently 
wrong for the same reason to listen 
to suspected ones. This is but a 
dictate of common sense, and com- 
mon prudence. He that would 
avoid approaching a known preci- 


| pice in the dark, “would certainly, 


| Bible is 
| are plainly revealed. 


on the same principle, avoid rush- 
ing forward where he only suspect- 
ed there was one. 

It is scarcely necessary to add, 
that the man whose principles are 


| not established, can claim no ex- 


ception against the above remarks. 


| His immediate duty is to embrace 
| the truth, and to abide by it. 


% Such 
a one, may deem the above remarks 
to be wanting in liberality; but the 
before him. Its truths 
He is com- 
manded to embrace them; and 
told expressly to avoid false teach- 
ers, and this is all we are telling 
him. ‘The Bible, surely,is not to 
be taxed with illiberality; and yet, 
it goes still further than this—itde- 
nounces the curses of Heaven on 
those who preach any other gospel 
that which the Bible reveals. Let 
us beware, then, that under the 
mask of pretended liber ality, we do 
not strive to do away the immense 


distinction there is between truth 


and error ; nor lend our influence 
towards lessening the visible dis- 
tinction which exists between the 
friends and the enemies of vital 


is wrong because it is dangerous to | godliness. 


—-_- 


oo 
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Articie II. A sermon preached 
September 18, 1825, occasioned by 
the death of Mrs. Rebecca Tal- 
bot; wife of the late Mr. Elkanah 
Talbot, of New-York, who depart- 
ed this life, Sept. 5, 1825, aged 34. 
By Alvan Cobb, A. M. Pastor of 
the Church in West ‘Taunton 
(Mass.) pp. 23. Field & Co. 
Providence (R. I.) 
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Funeral sermons must, general- 
ly, be composed in haste; but still, 
we think the practice of publishing 
them, commendable, for severa 
reasons. A funeral sermon, in 
print, is the best and most durable 
monument, which surviving friends 

can erect to the memory of a dear 
departed relative. Though funer- 
al sermons, on account of the em- 
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barrassment under which they are 
often written, may be less instruc- 
tive than more laboured and doc- 
trinal discourses; yet, the instruc- 
tion, which they do impart, is con- 
veyed in a more feeling and impres- 
sive manner. A sermon 
kind, may find access tothe minds 
of those, who will seldom read oth- 
er discourses; and thus, a stupid 
sinnér may be awakened from his 
spiritual sleep, or a wandering saint 
be reclaimed from the error of his 
ways. For this reason, we think 
it would be afi 
preachers woul 1 study to inter- 
weave more doctrinal instruction 
with the biographical narr ee 
pathetick exhortations, in their fu- 
neral sermons. This observation 
is happily éxemplified, in the ser- 
mon before us. 

The well known 
Romans viii. 18. 


Text is from 


‘* For I reckon 


that the sufferings of this present 
time, are not worthy to be compar- 
ed with the glory which shall be 


revealed in us.”’ 

After a pertinent Introduction, 
whicli is, perhaps a little too long, 
and which contains one defective 
sentence (p. 4; “* and our hearts” 
&c. where the word ‘* hearts” seems 
to expect a verb to follow and agree 
with it) the preacher proposes the 
following natural and judicious plan 
of discourse—** to show, 

I. What are the present suffer 
ings of Christians. 

II. What is the y, which 
shall be revealed in them. And, 

Ill. Why their present suffer- 
ings are not worthy to be compar- 
ed with the glory, which shall be 
révealed in them.” 

This plan is well executed; and 
is followed by an Improvement, 
comprising good thoughts and use- 
ful insfructions, in a perspicuous 
and sufficiently elevated style.— 

‘his férst of the writer’s discourses 
which has seén the light, we think, 


Rina 
glory, 


— promise, that the utility of 


is pastoral labours will not be con- 


ot this | 


improvement, if 


fined to the pulpit, or to one people. 

While the following extract fur- 
nishes a specimen of the style and 
manner of the discourse, it contains 
a very interesting memoir of the ex- 
cellent and amiable lady, whose ear- 
ly and lamented death occasioned 
it: 

ee We see where the affectic 
that Christian are placed, 
standing on the verge of eternity, 
is willing to relinquish his title to 
heaven, should the glory of God be 
tarnished by his presence. How 
can the Christian, with a life of sor- 
row and suffering finished, stand- 
ing on the verge of eternity, just 
entering the clor y to be revealed in 
him, in the midst of his ardent de- 
sire to depart and be with Christ, 
m this joyful moment, relinquish 
his title to heaven? Has he not la- 
boured and suffered through life to 
gain the prize of glory in heaven? 
And shal) he give up his eternal 
weight of glory at the moment he is 
to receive it? Where must his af 
fections be placed? He relinquishes 
his title to glorify God. His glory 
is his highest aim. His affections 
are placed upon God. His glory 
is more precious than his own hap- 
piness. For this he has laboured. 
For this he has suffered. And while 
standing on the verge of eternity, 
between heaven and hell, for the 
same object, he is still willing to 
suffer. The character of God ap- 
pears to him so glorious, that G 
would not have it tarnished for all 
the glor y anticipated. ‘No! let 
God ‘be forever Ror ious, and let not 
my destination “defeat his eternal 
purpose to glorify himself. If this 
is secured, | am happy. I cheer- 
fully give God the nghest place in 
my “affections.” Ww ith this dispo- 
sition, his departing spirit ascends 
to heaven. 

This subject applies to the life 
and death of the late Mrs. Rebecca 
Talbot. ‘Though her life was short, 
cut off in the midst of her days, 
scarcely arrived to half the a 


ms of 


who, 


age of 
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man; yet her cup of sorrow and suf- { 
fering, was full. Naturally of a| 


delicate constitution, she was pre- | 
pared for much suffering, before | 
nature could yield to the last enemy. | 


For several years past, she hi as been 


the subject of repeated sickness.— | 


Unnumbered pains and eerrow s she 
has endured. Often has she been 
brought to the entrance of death. 
Often have her friends encircled her 


bed to witness her struggles with | 
But her sufferings | 


the last enemy. 
were not finished, 
time had not arrived. 
sorrows to e xper ience. 
more pains to int fli ct. For eighteen 
months past, the fears of her friends 
have been excited, by frequent and 


her appointed 


extreme debility and distress; and | 
as often have their hope s been flat- | 


tered by favourable symptoms.— 
When every apparent ‘disease was 
removed, extreme debility 

her system. She gradually 
to the grave. 
to her decease, she endurec 
ings beyond description. 


suffer- 
But the 


sulferings of this present time are | 


now finished. She has had her 
last struggle with the 
Besides her sickness and 
distress, she has repeatedly experi- 
enced bereavements. A father, a 
mother, five brothers, a sister, a 
child, and a husband were 
off the stage of human life and hur- 
ried to the grave, in rapid success- 
ion. The last bereavement 
the most trying. 
her youth, her 


rors. 


protector and her 


She had more | 


God had } 


seized | 
sunk | 


For a week yreneee 
king of ter- | 


carried | 


was | 
The husband of 


dearest earthly friend, was removed | 


from her bosom. She, 
health, accompanied him from the 
city of New-York to Cheraw, 8S. 
Carolina, a distance ef nine 
dred miles, for the purpose of im- 
proving his declining health. There | 
she witnessed his happy decease, 
and attended his remains to the 
silent tomb. Left among stran- 
gers, none to protect her, reduced | 
by care, anxiety, fatigue, and dis- 
ease, 


she set out for home. scarce- 


in feeble | 


hun- | 


| 
| 


| 


\ racter, “the employment and enjoy 


Re 


ly indulging the hope of arrival.— 
Though often sick on the read and 
unable to travel; yet God revived 
her strength, and by the assistance 
ofa kind and affectionate friend, 
she returned to her family in Brook- 
lyn. She had a large share of the 
sufferings incident te human life. 
Did she also suffer as a Christian? 
We suppose she did. She united 
to this chureh, April 19th, 1818,—- 
She witnessed a good confession, 
satisfactory to all the friends ef 
Zion in this place. Her religious 
experience was clear and rational. 
Since that time, she has lived asa 
Christian, uniformly engaged in the 
cause of Christ. Her views of 
God, of Christ, of heaven, of hell, 
of the law and government of God, 
and of the doctrines and duties ef 
the gospel, were discriminating, 
consistent, and extensive. She 
partook of the sufferings peculiar 
to Christians. She had an early 
and good education, a discrimina- 
ting mind, and wncommen talents. 
Being extensively acquainted with 
the world,she wasaccomplishedand 
pleasing. She was wel acquaint- 
ed with books and the science of 
human nature. Thus prepared, she 
shone as a Christian a cae 
with Christ. The various suffer- 
ings peculiar to Christians, she en- 
dured with humility and persever- 
ance. When bereaved of her hus- 
band, she expressed entire resigna- 
tion to the will of God. In her 
last illness, she uniformly appeared 
ready and willing to enter the 
world of spirits. She often de- 
sired the moment to arrive, when 
she could fall asleep in death, and 
enter as she expected into the joys 
of her Lord. Her views were 
clear and rational, her hopes were 
firm and bright, her faith was con- 
stant and unwavering,and her cup 
of joy and peace was full. On 
Saturday previous to her death, 
she observed to me, ** I have been 
viewing the glory of the divine cha- 
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ment of the heavenly world, and 
examining myself in regard to my 
submission. Am I willing to re- 
linquish my title to heaven, should 
the glory of God require it? has 
been the trying question. The 
character of God appears so holy 
and glorious, I can cheerfully say, 
I am willing to be excluded from 
heaven, rather than the glory of 
God should be tarnished. I can 
love him and delight in his glorious 
character, place me where he may. 
I trust I am not deceived: ‘o- 
morrow our church will commune 
with Christ at his table on earth. — 
At the same time, I expect to 
commune with him in heaven. I 
hope you will enjoy his presence.” 
Monday morning I was called be- 
fore light to pray once more with 
her, and witness her decease. Af- 
ter prayer she was raised up and 
soon exclaimed, “ what music in 
heaven—what glorious praise to 
God—the song of the Lamb, and 
are there none to begin it on earth? 
O the glory of God—what a glo- 
rious being! When shall the time 
come—when shall I be taken to the 
bosom of my Redeemer? How long 
ere I shall cease to breathe? In a 
few moments I shall awake in the 
likeness of God. Then I shall 
praise him perfectly, How glori- 
ous is God! How glorious is Christ! 
How glorious is heaven! O re- 
deeming love! Long have I carried 
about a body of death. Long have 


| my views of God, of Christ, and of 
heaven been obscured. Now I see 
clearly—the darkness is removed, 
the veil is taken away. QO the 
glory of heaven. Yet I see through 
aglass darkly. Soon, very soon, L 
shall see the Redeemer face to face. 
In a few moments, I shall awake 
| in his likeness. ‘Then I shall be 
satisfied.” I asked her why she 
loved God. She said, ** not be- 
cause he is about to save me and 
take me to himself. Were this 
, the reason of my love, I should 
equally love, for the same favour, 
| the most odious being. I love him 
for his glorious character. What 
a glorious company the redeemed 
shall be! I know I shall be satisfied 
when [ awake in the likeness of 
'Christ. Of all the views of the 
glory of God, I never had any 
thing like this. Preach, dear Sir, 
tosinners. ‘Tell them to repent, 
and embrace a precious Saviour. 
Warn them to flee from the wrath 
tocome. ‘Tell them of the glories 
of heaven, of redeeming love, of 
the glorious character of God.— 
How amiable, how lovely—what 
beauty dwells in God. O for a 
place to cast my crown of rejoicing 
at my Redeemer’s feet—the mean- 
est place.” She then reclined up- 
on her pillow and said, ‘let me 
| not come back to earth,” and soon 
| closed her eyes, and fell asleep in 
death.” 


— €D oe 


ANSWER TO THE QUESTION OF 
ROGATOR, p. 405. 


“How does it appear, that our Sav 
iour lay in the heart of the earth any 
more than a part of thre days, and two 
nights?” Matthew xii. 40, 


However easy the solution of 
this question may be, to adepts 
in Biblical literature; it presents 
aserious diffigulty to unlearned 
readers, and has furnished the 


Jews witha plausible cavil against 
the veracity, and of course, against 
the Divine mission of Jesus. The 
question, therefore, has its impor- 
tance, and deserves a satisfactory 
answer. Such an answer will be 
attempted, in the following brief 
observations. 

1. It must be admitted, that ow 
Saviour was in the sepulchre, ot 
heart of the earth, no more than ‘*a 

| part of three days,and fwo nights.° 


ee ee ee ee 


— 
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He was crucified on ‘the prepa- 
ration” or day before the Jewish 
Sabbath; and his body was _prob- 
ably laid in the sepulchre before 
sun-set. He was, then, in the 
heart of the earth a small part of 
the sirthday. He was contessed- 
ly there, during the whole of the 
seventh day. His resurrection took 
place some time on the morning of 
the first day, or Christian Sab- 
bath. This period, during which 
ne lay in the sepulchre, our Lord, 
in the passage before us, calls ¢hree 
days and thee nights. It was 
proper for him to call it so: For, 

2. This was agreeable to the 
common mode of speaking among 
the Jews. It was a received 
Maxim among them, writes their 
learned Bishop Kidder, that any 
part of a precise time, is to be 
reckoned for the whole Among 
them, one day of the month pass- 
ed for the whole month; and one 
month of the year, for the whole 
rear.’ This, he observes, is ad- 
mitted by the Jews themselves. 
It was, therefore, agreeable to the 
usual and so, the proper mode of 
speaking, for Christ to say, that 
he shoul be in the heart of the 
earth, three natural days (which 
includes the nights) or a period of 
three days and nights. And that, 
he actually was. 

This mode of expression occurs 
frequently in the Old Testament. 
The Hebrew child was to be cir- 
cuncised, at the age of eight days. 
But, this period included both the 
day of its birth, and the day of 


,its circumcision. 
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A child born 
on the evening of Friday, might 
have been circumcised early on 
the morning of the following Fri- 


day. In I. Kings, xv. 2, it is 
said, that Abijam reigned three 
years, But, it is evident, from 
other pass«ges, ed he reigned 
only a small part of t hird year. 
Many such instances might be 
mentioned The He- 
brew writers justif ify Jesus in speak- 

2 


ing of the day of his d as 
whole nuchihemeron (a G 
term it) a whole natura 
of the day of his resurres 
the same manner: aud 
justify him in the mode of « 
ing his prediction, that he ch nid 
ve in the tomb three days and thi 
en 

3. It appears that the Jews, at 
the time, understood our Lord to 
mean no more by his prediction, 
than that he would rise some time 
on the third day,reckoning the day 
of his crucifixion as the firs/.— 
Hence they requested Pilate to 
make the sepulchre secure, unfil 
the third day. Jesus had said, 
that, after three days, he would 
rise again. This, according to 
the Hebrew manner of speaking, 
and the understanding of the Jews, 
meaut only, that he should rise on 
the third day. And so, when he 
foretold, that he should be three 
days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth, the meaning simply 
was, that he should remain there, 
some part of three successive days. 

Epiror. 
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THE DUTY OF WEAK CHURCHES. 
There are some weak Churches 
in towns where there are funds for 
the support of the ministry Ihese 
funds are under civil control. 
They are subject to the laws of the 
state; and under the state they 
are at the disposal of every te wn. 


A seem 





or the individual citizens of each 
town. Such funds cannot be com- 
manded by the Churches. Out of 
200, or 300, or 400 voters in the 
town, the Church will not contain 
a dozen. In this state of things is 
much dependance to be placed on 


such funds? And Shall the Church 
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rest year after year, in the hope 
thata majority of the town will 
agree to settle a faithful Minister? 
For many Churches have practi- 
cally answered this question in the 
affirmative. But what ought to be 
done? In the first place the men 
and women in the Church must 
come forward resolutely and liber- 
ally, to procure religious ordinan- 
ces. ‘They must act as if they 
thought this was most properly their 
business. It is not exclusively the 
business of a fown or a parish to 
setup the ministry of the gospel ; 
it is the business of the Church.— 
There can be no doubt that if the 
Church do their duty, their neigh- 
bours out of the Church will help 
them ; the influence of religious in- 
stitutions will diffuse itself, and as- 
sistance will be given with increas- 
ing liberality. This is the process 
that is most reasonable on scriptur- 
al grounds. But what can be hop- 
ed for, when believers wait for the 
world to move first? What can be 
hoped for, when they place all 
their dependance on funds, which 
are under the control of persons un- 
friendly to evangelical truth? Many 
Churches, however, are exceeding- 
ly weak, and they may think they 
must be excepted from these re- 
marks ; but such exceptions are 
erroneous; every Church 
merit Christ’s commendation, “ She 
hath done what she could.” lf 
preaching is obtained for only two 
or three Sabbaths each year, God 
will accept and bless the service. — 
The habit and the ability of sup- 
porting the S°Spel will grow ; the 


Aidigions Mutelligencs, 


We learn from the September 
number of the Missionary Herald, 


that Messrs. Goodell and Bird, 
American Missionaries to Palestine, 
have establish@da school at Bey- 
rout, for the instruction of children. 


must | 
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rich will be excited to munificence 
by the generosity of the poor, an 
the ministry will at length be hon. 
eurably supported. By the neglec: 
of efforts, a parsimonious spirit will 
prevail, even in the Church; and 
it will be finally difficult to obtain 
only afew weeks stated board fora 
missionary. Parsimony in the 
Church will produce a double par- 
simony in the world; and you may 
as soon expect to get the heart’s 
blood of the rich,as to get their mon- 
ey for this purpose. Any thing will 
do for the worship of God. The 
missionary must preach in the ruin- 
ous cold meeting-house, or in the 
inconvenient school-house. A nig- 
gardly spirit will characterise every 
thing that relates to divine worship. 
But let not too unworthy thoughts 
be entertained of the destitute 
Churches. Thev are desirous of 
enjoying gospel ordinances, and 
they are willing todo their part, to 
support them. But they have not 
proper views of doing what they 
can. as an example of duty and lib- 
erality, and as a suitable accompan- 
iment of prayer. Let them then 
arise, and put forth their strength ; 
and if they can support but two 
weeks’ preachinga year, let them 
do this, and God will blessthem in 
it. The “earth will help the wo- 
man ;” the silver and the gold be- 


| long to God, and wealthy men des- 


titute of religion will assist in the 
support of publick worship, from re- 
gard to good order; though they 
have not precisely the minister they 
would choose. Cc. C. 


Christ. Mir. 


It was commenced July 28, 1824, 
with only seven pupils; but by the 
middle of September, the regular 
number was between fifty and sixty. 
One of the Missionaries preaches 
in English every Sabbath, at 
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house of the English Consul. 
the latest intelligence from Mr. 
King, it appears that he was about 
leaving Syria, with the intention of 
visiting Constantinople and Greece. 
In this latter country the opportu- 
nities of doing good are great. 
Wilson has just returned to Malta, 
from a tour in the Morea, 
he sold and distributed more than 
400 lestaments, about 100 
copies of Pilgrim’s Progress, and 
several thousand Tracts; 
have lisposed of twice that number 
had they been in his possession. 
Mr. Bingham, Missionary at the 
Sandwich Islands, commenced a 
translation of the Gospel of St. 
Matthew into the language of the 
natives, about the beginning of last 
autumn, and expected to finish it 
in the course ofa year. He is oblig- 
ed to introduce a number of foreign 
words, to supply the deficiencies 
of that into which he translates. 
Rec. and Tel. 
We understand that the revival 
in Salein, which commenced more 
than a year and a half ago, and al- 


Grrees 


ready numbers as its fruits more | 


than 300 hopeful converts, has re- 
cently assumed a more encouraging 
appearance than for many months 
past. 

Thirteen individuals 
Sabbath 
Church in this city;—6 by letter, 
and 7 by profession. The sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper was then 
administered to the whole Church. 
It was a season of much solemnity. 

Ibid. 

The Executive of Buenos Ayres 
has recommended to the Legisla- 
ture to pass a law tolerating all 
Religions and modes of worship.— 
This liberty is one cause of the pros- 
perity of England and the United 
States. Pall. 


From the report of the Massa- 


chusetts Domestick Missionary 
Society, just published, it appears 


By | 


Mr. | in the preceding year. 


where | 


and might | 


were last | 
admitted into the Union | 
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that from June 23d, 1824, to June 
S0th, .825, its receipts, inclad- 
ing a balance of perhaps 400 dol- 


| lars inthe treasuty at the former 


date, amounted to 2506 86— 
several hundred dollars more than 
At the 
time of the annual meeting, there 
remained in the treasury upwards 
of 1200; a large portion of which, 
however, had been previously ap- 
propriated, but the orders not yet 
presented for payment. During 
the year twenty-two individuals 
have been constituted Life Mem- 
bers of the Society, by a donation 
of twenty dollars each, either by 
themselves or others, making the 
whole number of life members 83. 
Rec. and Tel. 


MACKINAW MISSION. 

The following extract ofa letter from 
Mr. Hudson, of the Mackinaw Mission, 
which recently came to hand. con- 
tains cheering evidence of its in- 
creasing prosperity 

Western Recorder. 

On my arrival last week, I found 
that all the assistance I could 
render was very much needed; and 

I am anxious to do all I can to re- 

lieve Brother Ferry, who is al- 

most worn down with excessive 
labour and care. The mission is 
in a very prosperous state. Little 

did I think of finding children here 

from a distance of 2700 miles; 

but there are four who have come 
that distance, even from Red Riv- 


| er, in the vicinity of Hudson’s 


Bay. Several others have been 


| brought more than a thousand 


miles. There are now in our fam- 
ily, supported by their friends or 
the Christian publick, 61 natives. 
These, with our hired help, &c. 
make our family to consist of 80 
persons; the children of the vil- 
lage whoattend our school, make 
the number 115. These last yield 
us in cash, more than 400 dollars 
perannum, besid@spperhaps, near- 
ly 100 dollars in such articles as 
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we need, that are not exactly cash. 
We are building largely of neces- 
sity, as you will readily perceive, 
when [ tell you we can increase 
the school to almost any number, 
as soon as we can provide accom- 
modations for them. Never did 
Isee amore promising field for 
missionary labours. We have one 
ha!f-breed, a white 
woman, with children, all 
members of our family, and the 
parents very eminently pious and 
very valuabie A devout 
soldier also who waits upon the 
Lord and us continually—these 
three are self-devoted and for life. 


whose wife is 
five 


pers. 


’ ) 
ne 


Ordinations and Installation, Poetry. 


Two Indian women (neighbours) 
give comforting evidence of a deep 
and gracious work, and one of our 
dear children, a girl of 14, we 
trust, lately drank deep 
into the same spirit. We are, as 
a family, in perils, and labours, 
and watchings, and persecutions, 
and various nameless perplexities; 
but they are all all thrown into 
the back ground, when we look 
at the tokens of divine approba- 
tion which we see multiplied 
around us; not in the converts 
but in the very happy 
unanimity that exists in the mem 
bers of the family. 


has 


m ‘rely, 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATION. 


1825. August 31 
Wits Evy as Pasto 
in North Mansfield, Conn 

1825. Septembe: 14. Ordained, Rev 

Samveu H. Peckuam, as Pastor of the 
Congrega ional Church in Grey, Me 
Sermon by R.v. Professor Smith, fiom 
Philip, i. 27. 
Installed Rev. Jonaraan Cur 
Tis. as Pastor of the Calvinistick Church 
in Sharon. Mass. Sermon by Rev. Mr 
Bridgham, of Randolph. 

1825. September 2!. Ordained. Rev- 
erend Dasist Laycasren as Pastor of 
the First Congregational Church in 


Ordained Rev 
of the Church, 


| 
| 


SELECTED 


From the Christian Mirror. 
ON SLAVERY 
Warr should the sons of Afric wear 
The galling chain ? 
Why doomed in servitude to bear 
For lordly man a double share 
Of toil and pain? 


Are not the inoffensive race 
Born free as we? 
Who on their heads heap shame, dis 
grace, 
Yet proud!y boast we've found a place 
Of liberty ! 


Like Cowper, I would rather be 
Myself the slave, 

Than chain a fellow-being free, 

And make himtag and sweat for me 
On land or Wave. 


Why should the little happiness 
For man designed, 


ee ee 
a 


G.manton, N. H. Sermon by Rev. Phin- 
1s Cooke, of Heckworth, from I. Kings, 
xix 9. 
1825. September 28 Ordained. Rev 
Cuances Nicuotns, as Pastor of a Church 
n Hebron. Con 
825 September 29 Ordained, Rev. 
Enowaaup Bo cu. as Pastor of the Church 
in the South Parish at Lebanon, Con 
1825. Octobe: 12. Ordained at Wil- 
liamstown, Vermont, Reverend Messrs. 
Fuepenicx E. Cannon and Dan Biope- 
ert.as Evangelists. Sermon by Reverend 
Mr. Chandler, of Waitsfields from Jer- 
emiah iii. 15. 


POETRY. 
Be changed to bitterest distress, 


Like that of him we scern to bless 
But love to bind, 


From home and all that’s dear he’s torn 
And far away 
Beyond the waves by white men borne, 
In chains. degraded and forlorn, 
He spends each day. 


lo hear the captive’s groans and sighs 
Angels would weep, 
But men, hard-hearted men despise 
His tears, and even fate denies 
Him food and sleep. 


Hap'ly should death a visit make 
To case his wo, 

Smiling his friendly hand he'd take, 

And sing to sieep, hoping to wake 
No more below. 





